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E RN E S T  G .  S C HW I E B E R T  
IN1957A PROJECTsimilar to the Knights of Colum- 
bus Vatican Film Library was launched by a group of Protestant 
scholars with the object of augmenting the St. Louis collection to 
include documents to be found in other libraries and private collections 
throughout Europe dealing with the same general period. Incorporated 
as the Foundation for Reformation Research, this group is guided by 
a board of directors composed of university professors, clergymen, 
and laymen representing some half dozen Protestant denominations. 
The Foundation undertook as its first step a determination of what 
materials were already available in the libraries of this country in 
order to avoid unnecessary and expensive duplication. Accordingly 
the years following its initial launching were occupied by surveying 
library collections in this country and microfilming items considered 
useful for the central collection which would also be established in 
St. Louis. This effort was delimited by the somewhat arbitrary time 
period of 1450 to, and including, 1600. 
In 1959 a survey of European libraries was begun. All types of 
libraries, municipal, university, and private, were visited in Sweden, 
Denmark, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, France, and Great Britain. 
Librarians and private individuals were interviewed and contacts 
established from Uppsala to Florence, Geneva to Munich, and Stras- 
bourg to Paris on the Continent. In the British Isles libraries were 
visited in London, Oxford, and Cambridge, in addition to the British 
Museum. 
The review of the European libraries and their collections proved 
to be a most fascinating undertaking. The rich library holdings of 
Germany prior to World War I1 were well known to scholars, but the 
impact of the concentrated bombings was not so well known. The 
world-famous Preuszischen Staatsbibliothek of Berlin, comparable to 
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our own Library of Congress, was, according to Josef Benzing, se- 
cluded in twenty-one locations, many of them in what is now the 
Russian Zone. The fate of these holdings is unknown to western 
scholars. No word of their whereabouts has filtered through the Iron 
Curtain. The sections of the Library removed to the Western Zone 
still remain in their new locations. The theological materials, and 
other fields totaling over one million volumes, are in the Westdeutsche 
Bibliothek in Marburg; Tuebingen houses the historical and philo- 
sophical works; and Goettingen has 6,000 incunabula. 
Equally enlightening information was obtained in Scandinavia. In 
the Royal Library of Copenhagen are to be found more than just 
Danish sources. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, monastic 
and princely libraries from Schleswig-Holstein were removed to Copen- 
hagen and the libraries from the Lund area of southern Sweden were 
also moved there. In Sweden the three principal libraries are the 
Royal Library of Stockholm and those of the Universities of Lund and 
Uppsala. Isak Collijn in his Sveriges Bibliografi intill iir 1600 (Uppsala, 
1934-38) has listed the principal rare sources of Sweden, 90 per cent 
of which are in Stockholm. Nor were recent wars the only scourge of 
library collections. Both Tilly and Gustavus Adolphus lifted whole 
libraries and transplanted them elsewhere. Uppsala University has 
entire libraries transported from northern Germany by Gustavus 
Adolphus as the spoils of war. Portions of the former Fulda Library 
and the Palatina Collection of Heidelberg were bestowed on the Vati- 
can by Tilly. Napoleon likewise removed the Inquisition materials 
from Rome and quartered them in the Bibliothkque Nationale. Some 
of these were later returned to Rome, but a larger part became scat- 
tered, some in Brussels, and still more in Dublin, Ireland. Luigi Firpo 
of the University of Turin in Italy has a private collection of some 
30,000 rare books in this field. 
The Foundation plan for microfilming has both immediate and 
long-range projects. The work began in Europe in 1960 in the three 
libraries of Marburg: the Staatsbibliothek containing the records of 
Langgraf Phillip of Hesse, the Westdeutsche Bibliothek, and the 
Marburg University Library. At Aschaffenburg there are some 550 
rare books in its original Luther collection which will be included 
among the early projects. Other promising areas to be pursued later 
are in Freiburg, Goettingen, Strasbourg, Basel, and Zuerich. 
The long-range plans encompass the filming of the entire contri- 
butions to be found in Western Europe, a project which it is estimated 
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may require as long as fifty years. Some idea of the magnitude of 
the undertaking may be gathered from a few statistics. Benzing, men- 
tioned above, has collected titles of some 30,000 rare books in various 
locations which should be filmed. The Staatsarchiv of Marburg had 
an estimated one and one-half million pages of manuscript and docu- 
mentary material, mostly unpublished. The Herzog August Bibliothek 
in Wolfenbuettel claims some 200,000 rare books from the Reforma- 
tion Era, many of them extremely rare. German professors verified 
this claim and stated further that the materials acquired by the library 
from the former Helmstedt University have been untouched for three 
centuries. 
In old Niirnberg are three libraries rich in Luther materials. The 
Stadtbibliothek contains the Strobe1 Collection, a gift from a former 
Nurnberg collector, containing an estimated 2,000 Melanchthon works 
including his translations of the classics for the University of Witten- 
berg. It also has much original Luther material. Just recently the 
Spengler family turned over their rich manuscript collection dating 
from the time of Lazarus Spengler, the court clerk during the stirring 
Reformation period. A second library, the Staatsarchiv, is equally rich 
in its possessions. It has materials retrieved from many neighboring 
monasteries, and archival collections from the neighboring towns of 
Ansbach, Dinkelsbuehl, Weisenburg, and Rothenburg. Because Nurn- 
berg was a Reichsstadt, materials from all over flowed into its archives. 
Finally, the Landeskirchliche Archiv, next to the Prediger Seminar, 
contains the old Kirchenbibliothek of Schwabach, and the Fenitzer 
collection among its many treasures. Fenitzer was a sixteenth century 
Niirnberg craftsman who, as a member of the Town Council, estab- 
lished the library in connection with the St. Lorenz Kirche. This 
collection is quite broad in areas it covers. Also contained in this 
library is the Spitalerbibliothek dating from the sixteenth century 
which is largely theological. 
The Bavarian Staatsarchiv in Munich, which has subsidiaries in 
several other Bavarian cities, has, according to Josef Hemmele, over 
500,000 original parchment sources, "the largest Urkunden collection 
in the world." Here is the former library of the University of Ingolstadt 
where John Eck has his stronghold against Lutheranism. Many old 
cloister libraries throughout later centuries were also added to these 
collections. Many rare works from these holdings will provide an 
excellent supplement to the Vatican collection. 
Equally fascinating are the holdings of the libraries of Basel, Zue- 
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rich, Geneva, Strasbourg, and Freiburg. Untouched by the Reforma- 
tion, Freiburg is also rich in old monastic possessions and other rare 
Catholic materials. Strasbourg's wonderful library, which had been 
gathered by Jacob Sturm and others was destroyed by fire in 1870. 
I t  was begun anew with the ~u rchase  of such rare book collections as 
those of Professors Reusch, Baum, Kunig, and Schmidt, and now has 
around 10,000 volumes centering principally about the Reformed 
literature of this period. Among the collection are many Alsatian 
incunabula. In this general area are located many other libraries such 
as the humanistic collection at Schlettstadt, which includes the rich 
Reformation materials from the pen of Beatus Rhenanus, and the Fran- 
ciscan collection in the church library at Colmar. 
In Base1 are the Universitaetsbibliothek and the Staatsarchiv. Here 
may be found all the Erasmian material used for the Allen edition, 
some Zwinglian correspondence, and that of his fellow reformer, Oeco- 
lampadius. Of value also are the Reformationsakten of Base1 cited 
by Paul Roth. In Zuerich the rich sources used by Fritz Blanke and 
others may be found in the Centralbibliothek and the Staatsarchiv. The 
writings of Zwingli and Bullinger have received special attention and 
there is also a valuable collection of Taeufer material. Of particular 
interest in Geneva are the collections in the University Library and 
the Archives d'Etats in the Hotel de Ville. As might be expected, these 
libraries are rich in Calvin literature which, with the collections in 
Strasbourg and Paris, provide a vast mine for American scholars. 
Like the countries on the Continent, Great Britain also promises a 
wealth of material. Cambridge was estimated to contain approximately 
28,000 volumes and much manuscript material. At Oxford the Bodleian 
Library has been filmed in its entirety by the Library of Congress. 
But, as was also true at Cambridge, the individual colleges often have 
libraries older than that of the university proper and with extremely 
valuable collections. The British Museum, as expected, was a veritable 
treasure house. I t  was estimated to contain 20,000 manuscripts be- 
tween 1400 and 1600, some 10,500 incunabula, 50,000 printed books 
from the Continent, and 18,000 books in English printed both in 
England and abroad from 1475 to 1640. Several of these libraries were 
in the process of cataloging their holdings. The prospect of these vast 
collections of source materials offers tantalizing vistas to the American 
scholar. 
